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Patrick R. Donahoe 
Postmaster General 
United States Postal Service 
475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Postmaster General Donahoe, 

May 20,2013 

We write to urge you to maintain operations at all mail processing facilities as originally reported 
to allow Congress to take action on postal reform legislation. We believe it would be imprudent 
of the United States Postal Service (USPS) to close or eliminate processing of mail, at any 
facility, ahead of schedule as installations were committed to remain intact until spring 2014. 

We understand that the USPS cannot sustain itself under its current system, and we agree it is up 
to Congress to act. However, management's unilateral decision to advance the closing of mail 
processing centers around the nation would severely limit Congress' ability to take action. 

In addition, we urge you to recognize the disastrous impact that the elimination of overnight 
delivery standards and closings of Area Mail Processing Centers and other facilities across the 
country would have on local and national unemployment. The USPS is a major employer around 
the country and employs over 500,000 workers. With an unacceptably high unemployment rate, 
it would be particularly inopportune for the USPS to close facilities. 

Again, we urge you to follow through on your original time frame to allow Congress time to 
develop comprehensive postal reform legislation that would take meaningful steps to create a 
financially sound future for the USPS, while leaving intact the important services Americans rely 
on and expect. It is critically important the postal service not preempt Congressional action by 
unilaterally moving forward with elimination of overnight delivery, allowing for major 
shutdowns across the country of mail processing facilities. 

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue. We look forward to continuing our work 
to create a more stable fiscal future for the USPS while also upholding this essential service for 
our communities, states, and the country. 
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bio Sires 
Member of Congress 
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Donna Edwards 
Member of Congress 

Pete P. Gallego 
Member of Congress 

Jan Schakowsky 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 




