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Mr. Cliff J. Guffey

Assistant Director

Clerk Craft Division

American Postal Workers
Union, AFL-CIO

1300 L Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20005-4128

Re: SEE ATTACHED LIST

Dear Mr. Guffey:

On July 23, 1991, we met to discuss the above-captioned
grievances at the fourth step of our contractual grievance
procedure.

The issue in these grievances involves the spreading of mail
to letter carrier cases.

In initiating Grievance No. H7C-NA-C 32 on November 18,
1988, the APWU advised the Postal Service that an
interpretive dispute existed between the parties concerning
spreading the mail. THe APWU subsequently advised the
Postal Service, in a February 6, 1990 letter, that further
review has resulted in a determination the issue is
non-interpretive and should be referred to the regional
level for disposition.

The Postal Service maintains that an interpretive dispute
does exist. Furthermore, in accordance with Regional
Instruction 399, the basic function of transporting mail
belongs to the mailhandler craft and should be assigned to
mailhandlers when available. Further, in the absence of
mailhandlers, no other union has a proprietary right to this
work.

Based on these considerations, these grievances are denied.
Time limits were extended by mutual consent.

Sincerély,

1
gaﬁhleen Sheehan
rievance & Arbitration
Division
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