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Dear Mr. Anderson:

On March 27, 1985, we met to discuss the above-capticned

grievances at the fourth step of our contractual grievance
procedure.

The issue in these grievances is whether it was improper Lo

forbid employees to wear gloves when working on the sweepsxde
of the Flat Sorting machines.

Thg'facts in these cases indicate that employees were wearing
gloves on the sweepside of the above-mentioned equipment.

The union contends that management is in violation by
forbidding employees to wear gloves during this operation.

It is the position of the Postal Service that there is no
violation of the National Agreement. Safety Handbcok EL 801
clearly states in Appendix A that, "Gloves must not be worn -
by machine operators or persons working on or near machine ery,
conveyors, drills, chain drives, or similar types of

mechanical equipment. The use of gauntlet-type gloves {s
prohibited.”

Based upon the above considerations, these grievances are
denied..



