Excerpts from the 2016 Democratic Party Platform
Re: The U.S. Postal Service

Revitalizing Our Nation’s Postal Service

The United States Postal Service (USPS) is a national treasure. That is why Democrats embrace a vibrant,
public Postal Service that offers universal service, and reject any effort to privatize or marginalize it. We
are committed to eliminating the unsustainable mandate to “pre-fund” retiree health costs. And we will
work to restore service to appropriate levels, including overnight delivery of first-class mail and
periodicals within the same metropolitan area, maintaining six-day and door-to-door delivery, and
appointing members to the Board of Governors and the Postal Regulatory Commission who champion a
strong public Postal Service. Democrats also advocate for expanding postal services. This includes
offering basic financial services such as paycheck cashing and removing statutory restraints on services
the USPS may offer. It also includes promoting vote-by-mail to increase voter participation and to help
address the scourge of voter suppression.

Fixing our Financial System

At a time when many of the largest banks have shunned communities across America, Democrats
believe that we need to give Americans affordable banking options, including by empowering the United
States Postal Service to facilitate the delivery of basic banking services.

Management of Federal Government

We will also ensure that new spending and tax cuts are offset so that they do not add to the nation’s
debt over time. We will tackle waste, fraud, and abuse to make sure government dollars are spent
wisely and efficiently. Democrats believe that we should not be contracting, outsourcing, or privatizing
work that is inherently governmental in nature, including postal services, school services, and state and
local government services. We are committed to a strong, effective, accountable civil service, delivering
the quality public services Americans have every right to expect.

Click here to see the full platform.
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